WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 
International Bureau 




PCT 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(51) International Patent Classification 6 : 




(11) International Publication Number: 


WO 98A33410 


A44B 18/00 


Al 


(43) International Publication Date: 


6 August 1998 (06.08.98) 



(21) International Application Number: PCT/US98/01024 

(22) International Filing Date: 20 January 1998 (20.01.98) 



(30) Priority Data: 

08/795.375 



4 February 1997 (04.02.97) 



US 



(71) Applicant: PRECISION FABRICS GROUP, INC. [US/US]; 

Suite 600, 301 North Elm Street, Greensboro, NC 27401 
(US). 

(72) Inventor: LAWLESS, Barbara, J.; 2417 Denver Drive, Greens- 

boro, NC 27406 (US). 

(74) Agent: EDNAUDI, Carol, P.; Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, 
Garrett & Dunner, L.L.P., 1300 I Street, N.W., Washington, 
DC 20005-3315 (US). 



(81) Designated States: AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, i*A, BB, BG, BR, 
BY, CA, CH, CN, CU, CZ, DE, DK. EE, ES. FI, GB, GE, 
GH, GM, GW. HU, ID, IL, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, 
LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MD. MG. MK, MN, MW, 
MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, SI, SK, SL, TJ, 
TM, TR, TT, UA, UG, UZ, VN, YU, ZW, AR1PO patent 
(GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, SD, SZ, UG, ZW), Eurasian patent 
(AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), European patent 
(AT, BE, CH, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, 
MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI. CM, 
GA, GN, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 



Published 

With international search report. 
With amended claims. 



(54) Title: NEEDLE PUNCH NONWOVEN COMPONENT FOR REFASTENABLE FASTENING DEVICE 



TO FURTHER 

PROCESSING 

STAGES 




(57) Abstract 

The present invention relates to a nonwoven fabric for a hook and loop fastening device wherein the fabric comprises needlepunched 
fibers forming a plurality of loops which are effective for releasably engaging the hooks in a hook component, wherein the fabric has a 
weight of about 1.5 to about 4.0 ounces/sq. yd., and a thickness of about 0,015 inches to about 0.050 inches. The product may be used as 
fastening device for disposable products. 



FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION ONLY 



Codes used to identify States party to the PCT on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international applications under the PCT. 



AL 


Albania 


ES 


Spain 


LS 


Lesotho 


SI 


Slovenia 


AM 


Armenia 


FI 


Finland 


LT 


Lithuania 


SK 


Slovakia 


AT 


Austria 


FR 


France 


LU 


Luxembourg 


SN 


Senegal 


AU 


Australia 


GA 


Gabon 


LV 


Latvia 


sz 


Swaziland 


AZ 


Azerbaijan 


GB 


United Kingdom 


MC 


Monaco 


TD 


Chad 


DA 


Bosnia and Herzegovina 


GE 


Georgia 


MD 


Republic of Moldova 


TG 


Togo 


DB 


Barbados 


GH 


Ghana 


MG 


Madagascar 


TJ 


Tajikistan 


BE 


Belgium 


GN 


Guinea 


MK 


The former Yugoslav 


TM 


Turkmenistan 


BK 


Burkina Faso 


GR 


Greece 




Republic of Macedonia 


TR 


Turkey 


DG 


Bulgaria 


HU 


Hungary 


ML 


Mali 


TT 


Trinidad and Tobago 


BJ 


Benin 


IE 


Ireland 


MN 


Mongolia 


UA 


Ukraine 


BR 


Brazil 


II. 


Israel 


MR 


Mauritania 


UC 


Uganda 


BY 


Belarus 


IS 


Iceland 


MW 


Malawi 


US 


United Stales of America 


CA 


Canada 


IT 


Italy 


MX 


Mexico 


UZ 


Uzbekistan 


CF 


Central African Republic 


JP 


Japan 


NE 


Niger 


VN 


Viet Nam 


CG 


Congo 


KE 


Kenya 


NL 


Netherlands 


VU 


Yugoslavia 


CH 


Switzerland 


KG 


Kyrgyzstan 


NO 


Norway 


zw 


Zimbabwe 


CI 


Cdte d'lvoire 


KP 


Democratic People's 


NZ 


New Zealand 






CM 


Cameroon 




Republic of Korea 


PL 


Poland 






CN 


China 


KR 


Republic of Korea 


FT 


Portugal 






cu 


Cuba 


KZ 


Ka/akstan 


RO 


Romania 






cz 


Czech Republic 


LC 


Saint Lucia 


RU 


Russian Federation 






DB 


Germany 


LI 


Liechtenstein 


SD 


Sudan 






DK 


Denmark 


LK 


Sri Lanka 


SE 


Sweden 






BF. 


Estonia 


LR 


Liberia 


SG 


Singapore 







WO 98/33410 



PCT/US98/01024 



- 1 - 

Needle Punch Nonwoven Component For 
Refastenable Fastening Device 

Description 

Field o f the Invention 

The present invention relates to a nonwoven, needlepunched fabric 
with loops on its surface. The present invention further relates to a releasable 
hook and loop refastening fastening system having a loop component and 
hook component. Finally, the present invention relates to a method of 
producing a hook and loop fastening system which includes the steps of 
needlepunching a batt of fibers to form a fabric with loops on its surface, and 
placing this fabric in contact with another fabric having hooks on its surface. 
Background of the Invention 

It is often desirable to connect two surfaces securely together without 
producing a permanent bond. It also may be desirable to attach and 
subsequently detach these surfaces several times. A fastening device 
attaches two surfaces that are in contact with each other until a separating 
force is applied. A refastening fastening device allows the two surfaces to 
have repeated cycles of attachment and detachment. 

One type of refastenable fastening device involves a male and female 
component. The male component, referred to herein as the hook component, 
is a fabric having a plurality of resilient, upstanding hook-shaped elements. 
The female component, referred to herein as the loop component, is a fabric 
having a plurality of upstanding loops. When the surfaces of the hook and 
loop components are pressed together, they become entangled. This creates 
a mechanical bond which will not disengage under normal conditions. The 
bond is held secure because it is difficult to break all of the bonds between 
the hooks and loops at one time. A gradual peeling force, however, releases 
the hooks from the loops and opens the fastener. As the peeling force is 
applied, the hooks, made of a resilient material, straighten and become 
disentangled from the loops of the loop component. The hooks and the loops 
are not destroyed by this separation and therefore can be reattached by again 
placing the hook and loop components in a face-to-face relationship. 
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Such hook and loop refastenable fastening devices are well known in 
the art and described in United States Patent Nos. 2,717,437 and 3,009,235, 
the contents of which are incorporated herein in their entirety. These 
refactening fastening devices are commonly sold under the trademark 
"Velcrr,." 

The loop component performs several functions in the mechanical 
bond formed in a refastening fastening device. For example, the loop 
component provides an entanglement area for the hooks to become attached. 
This area is where the mechanical bond is formed. The loop component also 
provides a space for the hooks to remain while the fastener is closed. 

The loop component is intended to engage and disengage the hook 
component several times during normal use. Just as the hooks of the hook 
component have a degree of resiliency to allow repeated use, the resiliency of 
the loops provides a degree of structural integrity allowing the loops to remain 
dimensionally stable during repeated use. After the components are 
separated, enough loops remain undamaged for reattachment to the hook 
component. 

Hook and loop refastening fastening devices are useful for disposable 
articles, for example in disposable diapers. However, their use has been 
limited due to the expense of the components. Conventional hook and loop 
components are typically made by weaving or knitting resilient yam materials 
into a loop structure, and then cutting the loops when a hook structure is 
desired. Thus, these woven or knitted hook and loop components are 
systematic. The position of each yarn producing a loop is carefully 
determined before the fabric is produced. Such detailed manufacturing steps 
are often time consuming and expensive. 

United States Patent No. 3,694,867 issued to Stumpf discloses a loop 
component made with a "high loft" fabric attached to a backing layer. Fibers 
are mechanically manipulated to form the loops and are attached to the 
backing layer. These manufacturing steps add to the cost of the final loop 
component 
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United States Patent No. 4,739,635 to Conley relates to a loop 
component produced by feeding a backing layer into a knit stitch machine, 
where loops are knit into the backing layer at predetermined intervals. 
Example 5 of Conley shows that knitting without the backing layer resulted in 
a product lacking sufficient strength and stability to securely engage the hook 
component. The knitting steps are also complex and time consuming. 

United States Patent No. 4,600,618 to Raychock relates to a splint 
material with a hook and loop fastening device, where the loop component 
comprises needlepunched fibers. The Raychock patent, however, does not 
present any examples of the needlepunch fabric, and does not provide any 
details about the properties and characteristics of the loop component. 

Accordingly, there exists a need for a low-cost refastening fastening 
loop component with high performance properties. Such a loop component 
should have an adequate range of caliper, weight, opacity, and peel strength. 
Preferably, the loops withstand repeated cycles of attachment and 
detachment to the hook component. 

Further, as disposable articles having hook and loop devices may be 
stored and/or sold under compression, a need exists for a loop component 
with favorable performance properties after such compression has been 
released. 

Summary of the invention 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to overcome the 
foregoing and other difficulties encountered in the prior art. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide an inexpensive 
refastening fastening loop component having properties suitable for use with 
disposable articles. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a loop component 
having the ability to operate effectively under compression or after undergoing 
compression. 

To achieve the objects and in accordance with the purpose of the 
invention, as embodied and broadly described herein, an embodiment of the 
invention relates to a nonwoven fabric for a hook-and-loop fastening device 
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wherein the fabric has needlepunched fibers forming a plurality of loops which 
are effective for releasably engaging the hooks in the hook-and-loop fastening 
device, wherein the fabric has a thickness of about 0.015 inches to about 
0.050 inches and is coated with a binder finish. 

An embodiment of the invention also relates to a releasable hook-and- 
loop fastening system having a first fabric with a plurality of hooks, a 
nonwoven second fabric having a plurality of loops formed of needlepunched 
fibers effective for releasably engaging the hooks of said first fabric, wherein 
the nonwoven second fabric has a thickness of about 0.015 inches to about 
0.050 inches and is coated with a binder. 

Another embodiment of the invention relates to a nonwoven fabric for a 
hook-and-loop fastening device wherein the fabric has needlepunched fibers 
forming a plurality of loops which are effective for releasably engaging the 
hooks in the hook-and-loop fastening device; wherein the fabric has a 
thickness of about 0.015 inches to about 0.050 inches and is attached to a 
substrate or backing layer. 

Another embodiment of the invention relates to releasable, hook-and- 
loop fastening system having a first fabric having a plurality of hooks; a 
nonwoven second fabric having a plurality of loops formed of needlepunched 
fibers effective for releasably engaging the hooks of said first fabric; wherein 
the nonwoven second fabric has a thickness of about 0.01 5 inches to about 
0.050 inches and is attached to a substrate or backing layer. 
Brief Descr iption of Drawings 

Figure 1 shows an apparatus used for producing a nonwoven 
needlepunch fabric in accordance with the invention. 

Figure 2 is a graph showing the dimensional stability with regard to 
width of finished and unfinished 2.0 ounce per square yard nonwoven loop 
components. 

Figure 3 is a graph showing the dimensional stability with regard to 
length of finished and unfinished 2.0 ounce per square yard nonwoven loop 
components. 
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Figure 4 is a graph showing the dimensional stability with regard to 
width of finished and unfinished 3.0 ounce per square yard nonwoven loop 
components. 

Tigure 5 is a graph showing the dimensional stability with regard to 
length of finished and unfinished 3.0 ounce per square yard nonwoven loop 
components. 

Detailed Description of Invention 

The present invention relates to a nonwoven fabric for a hook and loop 
refastening fastening device that is made by an efficient and cost-effective 
process. In a most preferred embodiment, this is accomplished by a 
needlepunch process wherein a batt of fibers is need led to entangle the 
fibers to form a network of individual fiber loops. The needlepunch may then 
be finished by adding a binder to impart dimensional stability and allow the 
substrate to have multiple cycles of fastening without "fuzzing" for a limited 
use disposable article. 

As shown in Figure 1, nonwoven staple fibers 12 are provided in a 
continuous batt 1 1 . The fibrous web or batt can be produced by any means 
well known in the art, such as by carding, airlaid, or spunbond equipment. 
The batt 11 is advanced to one or more needle looms 15 and 17, where the 
needle looms repeatedly work the batt into a fabric 14 having loops (not 
shown) on its surface. 

In working the batt into the fabric 14, the needle looms, which contain 
barbed felting needles, entangle and mechanically interlock the fibers. As the 
needles are lowered, the blades of the barbs fill with fibers. These fibers are 
carried to a depth of penetration. When the needles are raised, the fibers are 
released by the barbs. The fibers are thus reoriented from the horizontal to 
vertical path with each pass of the needle loom. When the depth of 
penetration passes through the batt, loops are formed on the underside of the 
needled batt. 

During processing, the number of needles per square inch entering the 
batt may vary. For example, about 500 to about 2000 needles may enter the 
batt per square inch. The batt may be need led from both sides or from one 
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side. Subsequently, the needlepunched fabric may be passed on to further 
processing stages such as fusing and calendering stages. 

The needlepunch manufacturing process and fiber selected affect the 
weight, caliper, loops produced, and transparency of the produced fabric. 
There are several variables in a needlepunch line that affect the weight and 
caliper of the produced fabric. These variables include the speed of the line, 
number of needlepunches per square area, type of felting needles, 
needlepunching from one or both sides of the batt, and depth of needle 
penetration. Increasing the speed of the belt in the needlepunch line reduces 
the amount of fiber per square area doffed off the batt supply equipment. 
Increasing the line speed therefore reduces the weight of the nonwoven 
fabric. The weight of the nonwoven fabric may also be increased by slowing 
the line speed and/or increasing the number of plies of fibers fed to the 
needlepunch line at once. 

The degree of entanglement caused by needlepunching may affect the 
caliper and dimensional stability of the fabric. Increased entanglement leads 
to decreased caliper and increased dimensional stability of the product. A 
larger number of needle penetrations per square area entangles the fibers to 
a greater degree, thereby producing a fabric with a lower caliper. One may 
also increase the degree of entanglement by increasing the number of barbs 
per needle, the number of needles per square area, and/or the penetration 
depth of the needles. Also, working the batt with needle looms located on 
both sides of the batt increases entanglement and decreases the caliper of 
the fabric. 

Fiber length, the number of needle penetrations, the number of barbs 
on each needle, and the depth of the needle penetrations also affect 
the size and number of loops in the produced fabric. Longer fibers used in 
the needlepunch batt may increase the number of loops and the height of the 
loops formed. If the fibers are too short, the needlepunching may reorient the 
fibers to a substantially complete vertical position instead of producing a loop. 
Increasing the number of needle penetrations per square area and barbs per 
needle also will increase the number of loops formed in the fabric. 
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Fiber characteristics, such as the degree of luster and fiber denier, also 
influence the fabric's transparency. Luster may be varied by varying the 
amount of titanium dioxide in the fibers. Clear fibers, for example made 
without titanium dioxide, may be used to improve the clarity of the product. A 
clear loop component may add marketability to the hook and loop product by 
allowing the consumer to see a printed film placed beneath the loop 
component. The selection of a fine denier fiber for a given weight would 
decrease the transparency of the fabric as compared to a fabric having the 
same weight comprised of a coarser denier fiber. 

In the present invention, fiber denier may range from about 3 to about 
15 denier, with a preferred range of about 4 to about 10 denier. The finer the 
denier, the increased number of fibers needed to produce a fabric having a 
certain weight. 

The fibers used to form the fabric of the present invention may include 
polyester, cotton, rayon, acetate, polypropylene, polyethylene, and nylon, and 
combinations thereof with polyester fibers as the most preferred embodiment. 

The nonwoven fabric may have a basis weight of about 1 .5 to about 
4.0 ounces per square yard, preferably about 2.0 to about 4.0 ounces per 
square yard. The thickness or caliper may vary from about 0.01 5 to about 
0.050 inches, more preferably about 0.025 to about 0.050 inches. The fiber 
length may be from about 1 .5 to about 5 inches, with a preferred range of 
about 2 to about 5 inches. 

The loop component in a hook and loop fastening system performs two 
functions. One T it attaches and reattaches to the hook component when the 
device is closed and two, it provides space where the hooks remain when the 
device is closed. The caliper of the fabric provides the space for the hooks of 
the hook component to remain during closure of the device. Decreasing the 
fiber denier will reduce the available space for the hooks to remain when the 
fastener is closed. This reduces the peel strength values by allowing the 
hooks to release much easier under force. With fine denier fibers, decreasing 
the amount of needling would increase the caliper, thus increasing the space 
available for the hooks to reside when the fastener is closed increasing the 
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fabric peel strength. However, the increase in peel strength should be 
weighed against any reduction of dimensional stability. The final weight of the 
fabric is generally not a factor in determining the available space for the 
hooks to remain during closure of the device. 

Additionally, the nonwoven fabrics of the present invention may be 
finished with a binder to decrease fiber slippage, thereby increasing the 
dimensional stability of the product. The use of a binder may also minimize 
the phenomenon of "fuzzing," i.e., distortion of the loop after one of more 
peels of the hook component. Application of a binder may be especially 
preferred when producing fabrics of lighter weights, e.g. fabrics below about 
4.0 ounces per square yard. The addition of acrylic binders such as a blend 
of ethyl acrylate and butyl acrylate Rhoplex ST 954 and a blend of ethyl 
acrylate and methyl methacrylate Rhoplex TR 407 allows the fabric to remain 
flat, and decreases the phenomenon of fuzzing when the peeling force for 
separation from the hook component is applied. While acrylic binders are 
preferred, other chemical binders may be used such as styrenes, styrene 
butadienes, styrene acrylics, vinyls, vinyl acetates, vinyl acrylics, polyvinyl 
chlorides, polyvinylidene chlorides, urethanes, starches, polyesters, and 
polyacrylic acids. Such binders may be added to the loop component in an 
amount from about 2 to about 10 percent dry solids add-on. 

The binders may be applied to the nonwoven fabrics of the present 
invention by any process well known in the art, such as a dip/nip saturation 
process, spraying, gravure coating, or kiss coating. The most preferred 
process is a dip/nip saturation process. 

An embodiment of the invention can embrace a nonwoven fabric 
without a backing layer or substrate supporting the fibers. For example, a 
needlepunched fabric, either with or without a binder finish, may optionally be 
placed on a backing layer or substrate before being attached to the article 
which is to be fastened. The backing layer may be attached to the 
needlepunch fabric with an adhesive layer. 

The backing layer may be a film, stable nonwoven fabric, lightweight 
woven fabric, or knit scrim. The film may be a polymer such as polyester, 
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polyolefin, polyvinyl alcohol, block copolymer, elastomeric polymer, 
copolyester, urethane, styrene block copolymer, elastic foam, polyvinyl 
chloride, nylon, a polyethyi block amide such as Pebax®, or combinations 
thereof. The most preferred polymer is a low density polyethylene. The film 
thickness could range from about 0.00025 inches to about 0.010 inches, with 
the most preferred range being from about 0.0006 inches to about 0.002 
inches. Corona treatment of the film is optional for this invention. 

The thickness of the nonwoven fabric, the woven fabric, and the knit 
scrim may range from about 0.002 inches to about 0.05 inches. 

A stable, lightweight nonwoven such as a spunbond, flashspun, 
resinbond, calendered needlepunch, thermal bond, orstitchbond could 
alternatively be used as the backing layer. When the greige needlepunch is 
laminated to any of the above fabrics, the backing layer provides added 
dimensional stability which is desirable for a fastening device intended for a 
number of fastening cycles. A woven or knit scrim could also be used as a 
backing layer for the needlepunch fabric. 

The adhesive layer performs two functions. One, it attaches the 
needlepunch to the backing layer which gives the needlepunch additional 
dimensional stability. Two, the adhesive locks the fibers in the substrate. 
Without the adhesive, the fibers of the needlepunch loop component may pull 
out of the fabric during separation or peeling of the corresponding hook 
component, thereby causing fuzzing. The adhesive layer may be a pressure 
sensitive block copolymer thermoplastic rubber, polyester, urethane, 
polyamide, acrylic, silicon, water-based adhesive (e.g. Latex), synthetic 
rubber, or ethyl vinyl acetate. The most preferred adhesive is a pressure 
sensitive thermoplastic rubber. The adhesive add-on may be about 6 grams 
per square meter to about 50 grams per square meter, with the most 
preferred range being between about 8 grams per square meter and about 20 
grams per square meter. 

Where a backing layer is used, the backing layer may be attached to 
the needlepunched fabric with a hot melt laminator. However, any method of 
adhesive application lamination would be sufficient, such as gravure coating, 
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spraying, transfer coating, screen printing, powder bonding, flame, thermal, or 
extrusion coating. Thermal coating methods include calendering, point 
bonding, and adhesive web coating. 

In hot melt lamination, two substrates, the fabric and backing, are 
threaded into the laminator. The adhesive is melted and pushed through a 
slot opening so it can be applied to one substrate. After application of the 
adhesive, the two substrates are contacted prior to entering nip of a roller 
assembly. The pressure at the nip is limited to the weight of the top nip roll. 
After passing through the nip, the two substrates are adhered to one another 
and batched. 

The hook component used in combination with the loop component 
described herein may have a conventional structure made of conventional 
materials. For example, the hooks of the hook component may be T-shaped, 
mushroom shaped, or may be beaded stems. As used herein, the terms 
"hook" and "hooks* 1 embrace these structures and their substantial 
equivalents. 

The peel strength achievable with the loop component of the present 
invention favorably compares to the peel strength of current fastening devices 
in the disposable products market. For example, fasteners for the disposable 
diaper industry may commonly have a peel strength of at least 500 grams per 
inch. A refastening fastening system with a loop component described herein 
may have a peel strength ranging from about 150 to about 1606 grams per 
inch. An even more preferred range for peel strength is about 500 to about 
1250 grams per inch. This strength may depend in part on the type of hook 
component used in combination with the loop component to form the hook 
and loop fastening system. 

The present invention has use for articles which are vacuum packed or 
shrink wrapped for reduced packing expense and improved handling. Such 
articles include disposable diapers. With this in mind, the loop component 
should maintain its desirable properties after it has been exposed to 
compression. The Examples below therefore contain data from samples 
exposed to a compression of 0.22 pounds per square inch for two hours. 
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Increased compression up to 10 pounds per square inch yielded no 
significant change in the data produced. Similarly, maintaining the pressure 
for periods of time longer than two hours produced no significant change in 
the da a. 
Example 1 

A batt of 6 denier, three inch polyester clear fibers were carded and 
need led in a needlepunch apparatus. During processing, approximately 990 
needles entered the fiber batt per square inch. Needle punched fabrics were 
produced having a griege weight basis of 2.0 ounces per square yard with a 
thickness of 0.033 inches, and a griege weight basis of 3.0 ounces per square 
yard with a thickness of 0.037 inches. These weights produced enough fiber 
loops for entanglement and mechanical bonding of a hook component. The 
produced fabric had a degree of transparency because of the denier size and 
fiber selection, thereby providing a view of the surface to which the loop 
component is attached. 

A dip/nip saturation finishing process was utilized to add a soft, 
resilient acrylic binder (Rhoplex ST 954) and a stiff acrylic binder (Rhoplex TR 
407) at 4% dry solids add-on to the samples. The ratio of the binders was 4 
to 1 , respectively. A trough, holding the binder, was placed prior to rollers 
arranged to form a nip. The unfinished or "griege" fabric was passed through 
the trough to completely saturate-the fabric, and then passed through the 
squeeze rollers to reduce the amount of finish on the fabric to about 
150 percent by weight wet pick up, which corresponded to 4% by weight dry 
solids add-on. At this point the fabric was put onto a pin tenter frame where it 
was exposed to a 400°F for 22 seconds in a gas fired convection oven. After 
drying and curing, the fabric was removed from the pins and batched onto a 
core. To decrease cost, basis weight, and opacity, the fabric was also 
stretched 10 percent on tenter frame. 
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Example 2 

Loop components were produced by the method described in Example 
1 , except that no binder was added to the fabric and the fabric was not 
stretched. Such a fabric is referred to herein as a "griege" fabric. 
Example 3 

The loop components produced as set forth in Example 1 and 
Example 2 were combined with a P87 hook component obtained from Velcro, 
USA to form a hook and loop fastening system. All samples were subjected 
to a compression of 0.22 pounds per square inch for two hours. To test the 
dimensional stability of the samples, the loop components having width of 
one inch and a length of eight inches were subjected to five peels of the hook 
component. The dimensions of the loop component were measured after 
each peel, and the results of several tests averaged. The averaged results 
are shown below in Tables 1 and 2. 

Table 1 

(2.0 ounces per square yard) 



Peels 


Example 1 
Width 
(inches) 


Example 2 
Width 
(inches) 


Example 1 
Length 
(inches) 


Example 2 
Length 
(inches) 


0 


1.0 


1.0 


8.0 


8.0 


1 


1.0 


0.5 


8.0 


9.8 


2 


1.0 


0.3 


8.0 


10.2 


3 


1.0 


0.3 


8.0 


10.1 


4 


1.0 


0.4 


8.0 


10.2 


5 


1.0 


0.4 


8.0 


10.4 
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Table 2 

(3.0 ounces per square yard) 



Peels 


txampie i 
Width 
(inches) 


example £ 
Width 
(inches) 


example i 
Length 
(inches) 


example z 
Length 
(inches) 


0 


1.0 


1.0 


8.0 


8.0 


1 


1.0 


0.4 


8.0 


9.6 


2 


1.0 


0.4 


8.0 


9.6 


3 


1.0 


0.4 


8.0 


9.5 


4 


0.9 


0.4 


8.0 


9.6 


5 


0.9 


0.4 


8.1 


9.4 



As can be seen in Tables 1 and 2, the finished products of Example 1 
substantially maintained dimensional stability through five peels. In contrast, 
the griege fabrics of Example 2 deformed after the second peel. Figures 2 
and 3 graphically depict these results for the products of Example 1 and 
Example 2, where each loop component had a griege weight basis of 2.0 
ounces per square yard. Figures 4 and 5 graphically depict the results of the 
above peel tests for the products of Example 1 and Example 2, where each 
loop component had a griege weight basis of 3.0 ounces per square yard. 
Exgmple 4 

Loop components produced as set forth in Example 1 and Example 2 
were combined with a P87 hook component obtained from Velcro, USA to 
form a hook and loop fastening system. All samples were subjected to a 
compression of 0.22 pounds per square inch for two hours. The peel 
strengths of these fastening systems were tested according to the method set 
forth in ASTM D51 70-91, the entire contents of which are incorporated herein 
by reference. All peels were performed across the machine direction of the 
fabric. Tables 3 and 4 show the average of the five highest peel strengths for 
each peel. 
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Table 3 
(2.0 ounces per square yard) 



1 

Peel 


Example 1 
Peel Strength 
(grams) 


Example 2 
Peel Strength 
(grams) 


1 


363 


753 


2 


314 


893 


3 


250 


470 


4 


228 


403 


5 


216 


373 


Table 4 
(3.0 ounces per square yard) 


Peel 


Example 1 
Peel Strength 
(grams) 


Example 2 
Peel Strength 
(grams) 


1 


938 


3655 


2 


730 


1060 


3 


655 


485 


4 


631 


635 


5 


505 


585 



As Tables 3 and 4 show, the loop components finished with a binder in 
accordance with Example 1 exhibited a more uniform peel strength through 
five peels, than the unfinished griege loop components of Example 2. 

The lamination of the film to the needlepunch allows the fabric to 
perform as a female component in a hook and loop fastening system without 
being distorted due to the stress of separating. A greige needlepunch which 
is not laminated will increase in length in the direction of the peeling force and 
decrease in width in the perpendicular direction to the peeling force. For 
example, using the procedure outlined in ASTM D5170-91, an unlaminated 
needlepunch sample which is 8 inches in length and 1 inch in width will 
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increase 30% in length to 10.4 inches and decrease 63% in width to 0.4 
inches after 5 peels with the hook component. The same needlepunch after 
lamination will increase 2% in length to 8.1 inches and decrease 6% in width 
to 0.9 inches after 5 peels with the hook component. The hook component 
used to perform the peel strength test was P87 from Velcro USA®. 
Laminating the film to the greige needlepunch gives the fabric a support, thus 
not allowing it to be distorted by the peeling force of separation. 
Example 5 

The underside of a greige needlepunch fabric of Example 2 was 
coated, using a hot melt slot coater, with a pressure sensitive thermoplastic 
rubber adhesive that had been heated to a tacky viscous liquid. The 
adhesive add-on was 6 grams per square meter. The underside coated with 
the adhesive was then contacted with a 0.75 mil clear, corona-treated low 
density polyethylene film as a backing layer. The needlepunch fabric and the 
film were then passed through the nip of a roller assembly to form a 
laminated article. 

The dimensional stability of the laminated article was then tested by 
contacting the side having the needlepunch fabric with a P87 hook 
component obtained from Velcro, USA. The hook component was peeled 
and reattached five times according to the method described in ASTM 
D5170-91 . After five peels, the dimensions of the needlepunch fabric, which 
was initially 8.0 inches in length and 1.0 inch in width, increased to 8.1 inches 
in length and decreased to 0.9 inches in width. 

Other embodiments of the invention will be apparent to those skilled in 
the art from consideration of the specification and practice of the invention 
disclosed herein. The invention may have many uses, such as for disposable 
and nondisposable diapers, or disposable and nondisposable garments used 
in the service industry, such as smocks, gloves, or gowns. The invention may 
similarly have use in attaching carpet tiles to a floor. It is intended that the 
specification and examples be considered as exemplary only, with the 
invention being defined by the following claims. 
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I claim: 

1 . A nonwoven fabric for a hook-and-loop fastening device wherein 
the fabric comprises: 

needlepunched fibers forming a plurality of loops which are effective 
for releasably engaging the hooks in the hook-and-loop fastening device; 

wherein the fabric has a thickness of about 0.015 inches to about 
0.050 inches and is coated with a binder finish. 

2. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the weight is about 1 .5 to about 
4.0 oz./sq. yd. 

3. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the needlepunched fibers have a 
denier of about 3 to about 15. 

4. The fabric of claim 1 having a thickness of about 0.025 inches 
to about 0.050 inches. 

5. The fabric of claim 1 f wherein the fibers have a length of about 
1 .5 inches to about 5.0 inches. 

6. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the fibers are selected from the 
group consisting of polyester fibers, cotton fibers, rayon fibers, acetate fibers, 
polypropylene fibers, nylon fibers, and combinations thereof. 

7. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the binder is selected from the 
group consisting of acrylics, styrenes, styrene butadienes, styrene acrylics, 
vinyls, vinyl acetates, vinyl acrylics, polyvinyl chlorides, polyvinylidene 
chlorides, urethanes, starches, polyesters, and polyacrylic acids. 

8. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the fabric has no substrate or 
backing layer supporting the needlepunched fibers. 

9. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the fabric is attached to a 
substrate or backing layer. 

10. A releasable, hook-and-loop fastening system comprising: 
a first fabric having a plurality of hooks 

a nonwoven second fabric having a plurality of loops formed of 
needlepunched fibers effective for releasably engaging the hooks of said first 
fabric, 
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wherein the nonwoven second fabric has a thickness of about 
0.015 inches to about 0.050 inches, and 

wherein the second fabric is finished with a binder. 

1 1 . The fastening system of claim 1 0, wherein the second fabric has 
a weight of about 1 .5 to about 4.0 oz./sq. yd. 

12. The fastening system of claim 10, wherein the needlepunched 
fibers have a denier of about 3 to about 1 5. 

1 3. The fastening system of claim 10, wherein the second fabric has 
a thickness of about 0.025 inches to about 0.050 inches. 

14. The fastening system of claim 10, wherein the fibers have a 
length of about 1.5 inches to about 5.0 inches. 

15. The fastening system of claim 10, wherein the fibers are 
selected from the group consisting of polyester fibers, cotton fibers, rayon 
fibers, acetate fibers, polypropylene fibers, nylon fibers, and combinations 
thereof. 

16. The fastening system of claim 10, wherein the binder is selected 
from the group consisting of acrylics, styrenes, styrene butadienes, styrene 
acrylics, vinyls, vinyl acetates, vinyl acrylics, polyvinyl chlorides, polyvinylidene 
chlorides, urethanes, starches, polyesters, polyacrylic acids and combinations 
thereof. 

17. A nonwoven fabric for a hook-and-loop fastening device wherein 
the fabric comprises: 

needlepunched fibers forming a plurality of loops which are effective 
for releasably engaging the hooks in the hook-and-loop fastening device; 

wherein the fabric has a thickness of about 0.015 inches to about 
0.050 inches and is attached to a substrate or backing layer. 

18. The nonwoven fabric of claim 17 wherein the substrate or 
backing layer is selected from the group consisting of a polymer film, a 
nonwoven fabric, a woven fabric, or a knit scrim. 

19. A releasable, hook-and-loop fastening system comprising: 
a first fabric having a plurality of hooks, 
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a nonwoven second fabric having a plurality of loops formed of 
needlepunched fibers effective for releasably engaging the hooks of said first 
fabric, 

wherein the nonwoven second fabric has a thickness of about 0.015 
inches to about 0.050 inches and is attached to a substrate or backing layer. 

20. The fastening system of claim 1 9 wherein the substrate or 
backing layer is selected from the group consisting of a polymer film, a 
nonwoven fabric, a woven fabric, or a knit scrim. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International bureau on 10 June 1998 (10.06. 1998) ; 
original claims 1,10,17 and 19 amended; remaining claims unchanged (4 pages)] 

1 . A nonwoven fabric for a hook-and-loop fastening device wherein the 
fabric comprises: 

needlepunched fibers forming an entanglement zone having a plurality of 
loops which are effective for releasably engaging the hooks in the hook-and-loop 
fastening device; 

wherein the fabric has a thickness of about 0.01 5 inches to about 0.050 
inches and is coated with a binder finish present in the entanglement zone. 

2. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the weight is about 1 .5 to about 
4.0 oz./sq. yd. 

3. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the needlepunched fibers have a denier 
of about 3 to about 1 5. 

4. The fabric of claim 1 having a thickness of about 0.025 inches to about 
0.050 inches. 

5. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the fibers have a length of about 1 .5 
inches to about 5.0 inches. 

6. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the fibers are selected from the group 
consisting of polyester fibers, cotton fibers, rayon fibers, acetate fibers, 
polypropylene fibers, nylon fibers, and combinations thereof. 
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7. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the binder is selected from the group 
consisting of acrylics, styrenes, styrene butadienes, styrene acrylics, vinyls, vinyl 
acetates, vinyl acrylics, polyvinyl chlorides, polyvinylidene chlorides, urethanes, 
starches polyesters, and polyacrylic acids. 

8. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the fabric has no substrate or backing 
layer supporting the needlepunched fibers. 

9. The fabric of claim 1 , wherein the fabric is attached to a substrate or 
backing layer. 

10. A releasable, hook-and-loop fastening system comprising: 
a first fabric having a plurality of hooks, 

a nonwoven second fabric having an entanglement zone of a plurality of 
loops formed of needlepunched fibers effective for releasably engaging the hooks of 
said first fabric, 

wherein the nonwoven second fabric has a thickness of about 0.015 inches to 
about 0.050 inches, and 

wherein the second fabric has a binder present in the entanglement zone. 

1 1 . The fastening system of claim 10, wherein the second fabric has a 
weight of about 1 .5 to about 4.0 oz./sq. yd. 
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12. The fastening system of claim 10, wherein the needlepunched fibers 
have a denier of about 3 to about 15. 

13. The fastening system of claim 10, wherein the second fabric has a 
thickness of about 0.025 inches to about 0.050 inches. 

14. The fastening system of claim 10, wherein the fibers have a length of 
about 1.5 inches to about 5.0 inches. 

1 5. The fastening system of claim 1 0, wherein the fibers are selected from 
the group consisting of polyester fibers, cotton fibers, rayon fibers, acetate fibers, 
polypropylene fibers, nylon fibers, and combinations thereof. 

16. The fastening system of claim 10, wherein the binder is selected from 
the group consisting of acrylics, styrenes, styrene butadienes, styrene acrylics, 
vinyls, vinyl acetates, vinyl acrylics, polyvinyl chlorides, polyvinylidene chlorides, 
urethanes, starches, polyesters, polyacrylic acids and combinations thereof. 

17. A nonwoven fabric for a hook-and-loop fastening device wherein the 
fabric comprises: 

needlepunched fibers forming an entanglement zone of a plurality of loops 
which are effective for releasably engaging the hooks in the hook-and-loop 
fastening device; 
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wherein the fabric has a thickness of about 0.015 inches to about 0.050 
inches and is attached to a substrate or backing layer. 

1 8 The nonwoven fabric of claim 1 7 wherein the substrate or backing 
layer is selected from the group consisting of a polymer film, a nonwoven fabric, a 
woven fabric, or a knit scrim. 

1 9. A releasable, hook-and-loop fastening system comprising: 
a first fabric having a plurality of hooks, 

a nonwoven second fabric having an entanglement zone of a plurality of 
loops formed of needlepunched fibers effective for releasably engaging the hooks of 
said first fabric, 

wherein the nonwoven second fabric has a thickness of about 0.015 inches to 
about 0.050 inches and is attached to a substrate or backing layer. 

20. The fastening system of claim 19 wherein the substrate or backing 
layer is selected from the group consisting of a polymer film, a nonwoven fabric, a 
woven fabric, or a knit scrim. 



AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



WO 98/33410 PCT/US98/01024 



1/3 



OJ 




in 



cvj 




WJ 



I z 



or 

3 



to 

w CO 

UJ UJ 

o o 

o < 

tr h- 

CL CO 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO 98/33410 



PCT/US98/01024 



2/3 



2.0 OSY WIDTH DIMENSION 




H 1 1 1 1 1 

0 1 2 3 4 5 

#OF PEELS 



FIG. 2 



12 



GREIGE 



2.0 OSY LENGTH DIMENSION 







H 


X * 


j 














— — « 

1 


4 

1 


"P" — *~ 

^FINISHED 
, 1 


i 



en 

Id 

x 



2 3 
#0F PEELS 



FIG 3 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO 98/33410 



PCT/US98/01024 



{3 0.8 
x n c 



0.2 
0 



3/3 



3.0 OSY WIDTH DIMENSION 



<k— 4 








— — r — — 

^-FINISHED 


0 


GREIGE^ 

1 1 1 1 



2 3 
ttOF PEELS 



FIG. 4 



3.0 OSY LENGTH DIMENSION 



10 i 










co 9-5 ' 
LJ 9 . 

^8.5 






— ; * V * " * ' 

^ GREIGE 


-j; 

-n 


~ 8« 
7.5 




4 


^FINISHED 

1 1 I 




7 i 




1 

1 


2 3 4 





#0F PEELS 

FIG. 5 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Int tlonaJ Application No 

PCT/US 98/01024 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 6 A44B18/00 



According to International Patent Classification (I PC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 6 A44B A61F D04H 



Documentation searc.-jd other than minimumdocumentationto the extent that such documents are included In the fields searcned 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category * Citation of document, with Indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



DATABASE WPI 

Section Ch, Week 9536 

Oerwent Publications Ltd., London, GB; 

Class A81, AN 95-271468 

XP002060958 

& JP 07 171 Oil A (NIPPON VILENE KK) , 11 
July 1995 
see abstract 

-& PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 095, no. 010, 30 November 1995 
& JP 07 171011 A , 11 July 1995, 
see abstract 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 018, no. 257 (C-1200), 17 May 1994 

& JP 06 033359 A (KURARAY CO LTD), 8 

February 1994, 

see abstract 

-/-- 



1,3,4,7, 
8,10,12, 
13,16 



1,4,6,8, 
10,13,15 



m 



Further documents are listed in the continuation ot box C. 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents : 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
*E" earlier document but published on or after the international 

filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority daim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

*P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T* later document published after the international filing data 
or priority date and not in conflict witn the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document ia combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

"&* document member ot the same patent family 



Date ol the actual completion of the inter national search 



20 April 1998 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



27/04/1998 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5816 Patentlaan 2 
NL • 2280 HV Rifswifk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70)340-3016 



Authonzed officer 



Monne, E 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



page 1 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



int. tlonal Application No 

PCT/US 98/01024 



C(Continuatlon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Categor/ * Citation of document, with indication. where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



X.P 



EP 0 765 616 A (JAPAN VILENE CO LTD) 2 
April 1997 

see column 3, line 4 - line 20 

see column 5, line 40 - column 6, line 1; 

claims 1-6; figures 

WO 96 14459 A (KIMBERLY CLARK CO) 17 May 
1996 

see page 8, line 25 - page 9, line 6 
see page 10, line 4 - page 11, line 26 
see page 15, line 22 - line 29; claims 
1-5; figures 5,6 

WO 96 03101 A (FIBERWEB NORTH AMERICA INC 
; AUSTIN JARED ASHER (US)) 8 February 1996 
see page 3, line 16 
see page 5, line 7 - page 7, line 19 
see page 8, line 19 - page 9, line 36; 
figure 4 

EP 0 605 013 A (KIMBERLY CLARK CO) 6 July 
1994 

see column 5, line 47 - column 6, line 17; 
figures 



1-6,8, 
10-13,15 



1-20 



1-20 



1-20 



Form PCT7ISA/21 0 {continuation ol second sheet) (jury 1992) 



page 2 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

information on patent family members 



Intt lonal Application No 

PCT/US 98/01024 



Patent document 


Publication 




Patent family 




Publication 


cited in search report 


date 




member(s) 




date 


FP 07fiRfil6 A 

Lf u/U3vlv r\ 


02-04-97 


NONE 







WO 9614459 A 


17-05-96 


IK 


5669900 


A 


23-09-97 






All 


3551395 


A 


31-05-96 

— — 


WO 960:J101 A 


08-02-96 


All 


2772895 


A 


22-02-96 






FP 


0772429 A 


14-05-97 


EP 0605013 A 


06-07-94 


IK 




A 
n 


20-12-94 






All 




R 
D 


20-06-96 






All 

rtU 




A 
n 


14-07-94 






PA 


2093049 


A 


01-07-94 








9302608 


A 


13-07-94 






FP 

cr 


0605012 


A 


06-07-94 






nu 


70381 


A 


30-10-95 






JP 


6218009 


A 


09-08-94 






KR 


9709710 


B 


17-06-97 






KR 


9709711 


B 


17-06-97 






MX 


9302235 


A 


30-06-94 






PL 


301665 


A 


11-07-94 






SK 


138193 


A 


06-07-94 






US 


5386595 


A 


07-02-95 






ZA 


9308316 


A 


07-06-94 






AU 


5046293 


A 


14-07-94 






CA 


2093569 


A 


01-07-94 






JP 


6218010 


A 


09-08-94 






MX 


9307438 


A 


30-06-94 






PL 


301664 


A 


11-07-94 






ZA 


9308317 


A 


07-06-94 



Form PCT/lSA/21 0 (poiorw family annex) (July 1 992) 



